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Hint

of Armistice

b Only Germans at Front, Slacking Before
Drive, Show Effect of Efforts to
Suspend Hostililies

By PHILIP GIBBS

Special Cable to Evening Public Ledger
Copuright, 1018, by New York Times Co,
With the British Armies on the West-

ern Front, Oct. 15,

Thers is no slgn of an impending
Armistice on the western front, ana
ihe only hint of its possibility was
In the speech of German prisoners,
brought down by Allied troops In the
new attack launched in Flanders,

It was an International force be-
tween Monin and the coast and above
all, it was Belglan. Onece agaln the
Belglan army was In the field, In-
. #plred with an ambition te advance

into their own country and to be the

first to earry the tidings of lberation
to their people.

ing, so far as the Britivh were engaged,
was the strength with which the enemy
héid his front line during most of the re-
cent Aghting, He has defended his front
line without force, rely'ng upon the main
line of resistance further back.

But .this time exacting an atiack
he manned his front fine quickly and
orders were given to his men to hold on
to the death. Many of them fought with
extreme courage opposite the northern
portion of the front. ‘Thelr machine
guns rushed through the barrage to moet
the British In the open. Among those
who did so were the First Bavarian
Heserven, infantry division, who fought
deaperately  between Ledeghem  and
Kazelberg. Thelr support battallon was
to have manned the second llne on the
Menin-Houlers rallway, but the British
were too qulck for them and got there
fArst.

This strength In the front line was
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Kaiser’s Abdi..tion

Cantinued from Fage One

day and, although he has attained more
famae In the short period of hia eleva-
tlon than any of his predecessors, h's
utterances of pre-chancellor days don't
harmonize with the present setting, so
the godfather of the Infant “demoerncy”
appointed by the Kalmer in rudely de-
nounced asn a slippery character by
the members of the congregation during
the baptism. Great turmoll ensues and
there are demands for a new “‘demo-
eratie” godfather.

This new fiasco In the last demperate
stage metting will hardly help convince
the Allies of the stabllity of Oerman
“democracy” or bellef In the sincerity
of the last German promise,

Ebert, Solf and Kushlmann appear to
be posnible candidates for the place. al-
though the Tageblatt suggests Von
Payer. The Mlddle parties are willing
to forget and forgive Indincretlonn after
the chancellor's explanation, but the
Bocialista refune to pupport Prince Max

The Tageblatt gives the new Govern-
ment away by stating that Prince Max
is not the only person In it who thought
and wrote differently a few months ago
This does not forglve the Prince, It
says, but the peopls should not have
ton short memories. The paper polints
out that the last note which was sent
to Washington was signed by Doctor
Bolf, and not by Prince Max, and that
the letter to Prince Hohentohe did not
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| abdication of the|

the rumored _
would be facliitated with Herr

or Dootor Holf as Chancellor.
The conservativen ars naturally mak-
Ing use of the opportunity to sow dis-

| sannlon wmong the parties. The Soolal. !

iste insist that the Government rmmL
conslst of men who have always adopted
the same Viewpolnt on the question of
peace, Tha Frankfurter Zeltung, which
hoas supported Peince Max, expresses
great regret al the Incldent at this erit-
leal Juncture

CZECH FORCES IN PERIL
Allies Asked to Save Samara and
Yekaterinburg
By the Associated Press

Viadivestek, Oct 165 —An appeal to
the Allles to Avert the losa of Bamara
and Yekaterlnburg, as well as to rivive
the morale of the Czecho-Blovak forcea
fighting In Eastern Russta, has been re-|
celved at Allled headnuuriers, The sit-|
untion there Is snld to be serlous |

Cgecho-Slovak unita which have been
fighting at Yekaterinburg, Kasan, Him-
birsk, Samara and Orenburg are Imperil- i
led, 120,000 Bolshevik troops having

joined the Germans In opposing the
Allled forces In that reglon. News comes |
from ‘Techellabinsk that the Csecho~
Hovaks are losing heavily and retreat.
ing along the northern front. Ufa, which
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Banks & Trust Co.’s
will make loans

at 44 % for One Yeat

To facilitate the placing of Phila-
delphia’s full quota of the

Is one of the principal concentration
pointa  for Ceecho-Slovik troops, s
threatened and Its lons would be well
the Crecho-Slovaks at

To me, a spectator of the drama,
which 18 intensified In Interest because
of the peace proposals, which promise

. & swift ending to this war, It was
T sirange to be In Flanders agaln after
I following the eampaign down south by
y Cambral and Bt. Quentin.

I had an {dea then that 1 should
never see the Flemisn battlefield aguin
under fire, but T went out through
: Yprew, as on so many days last vear,
_- and saw again those ruina which are

bullt Into the fabric of British his
tory and the most tragle memorles in

1]

1 this war, and went across those fright-
i . ful flelds up through Zonnebeke, past
i

have the sensational effect abroad which
peonle Imagined,

Although the Hohenlohe letter s glven
ap the reason, It has been nmuggested

genernl along the British length of the
attack, and It was not until this was
broken that the troops could get for-
ward more easlly toward the river
Heule, near Courtral, where they are
confronted by a stream eleven feet wide,
held ag a defensive line by the enemy.
In some places the German soldlera
did not Aght well. and one of their of-
ficers remarked, “What can you expect c ‘e

nigh fatal to
Hamara.

Store Opens 10 A. M.—Closes 4:30 P ;l i

KTORE ORDERS
ACCEPTED

Fourth Liberty Loan

the Banks and Trust Companies
will make loans, secured by the
Bonds subscribed for through
them, at 44% for 90 days, with the
privilege to the borrower to
make renewals at the same rate
covering entire period of One Year.

when they leok to an armistice in two or
three duys?"

One German officer came over very
smartly dressed and sald he was wear-
ing his “peace clothes."™

The ¥ifth Cavalry TMvigion, which
suffered very heavily In the Cambral
fighting, s engaged on this northern
front, and In splte of their losses In
prisoners are called *the war prolong-
ern’’ by the German line regiments on
necount of their morale, or stimmung,
an they call It

The Britlsh troops nttacking further
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Inverness copse and Glencourse wood,
up to Brookseinde and the crest{pf
Pasachendaele, still lttered with e
wreckage of Gérman pill boxes for
which the British fought sp desper-
ntely and still pitted with those shell
holes and craters over which the
Hritish troops stumbled In bogs and
lakes on thelr way to the high ridges.

Time was, and not so long ago, when
one could not put one's nose into
Ypres or out of it without having a
German 6.9 burst extremely close, and
when there wias n flerce and terribly
harassing fire over all this vast belt

south nlong the line of Ly met some In
| the front line In the nelghborhood of
Wervieq, which I saw burning from the
helghts,

Judging from thoss prisoners 1 saw
under trcort. most of them were certain
that an armistice would be arranged
within a few days, and were rejolced at
the prospect of peace. When some of
them were told that that means that
Germany Is utterly defeated and lost,
they sald. “That does nol matter so long
ns we get pence, for otherwise we shall
be In A worse state”

There wan a group of sixteen CGerman
officers In one batch, and 1 notlced how
smartly they saluted, nnd It seemed Lo
me with them, as with those at Camhral
that It wns the salute of men to thelr
vietors, for never In the old days were
they ns punctual as this

I do not knew the exact suceess of our
Allles on the British left, but It ia re-
ported that they are all around Roulers,
which they are not entering vet hecnuse
of explosions, and they are making good
progroess. IN

1 know that the Belginns have taken
many prisoners, because T saw they were OUR
excorting them back and counting their
birds In the cagen,

of country beyvond Ypres, and when
British gunners below the rallway em-
bankment at Zonnebeke and In bog
holes below Abraham helghts and Pas.
schendaale werg always being searched
for by high explosives.

oy, nfter tha German retreat, this
eountry has lost It menace, and there
are fow new shell eraters among the
old ones, and there 18 traffle up roads
where men used to walk In single file
only under cover of night, and then
were In danger of death,

But they are the same old roads In
the same old Flanders mud nnd It was an
aatonishing slght to see the tide of war

‘streaming nlong these “traffies” and a
great army on the move across the rav-
aged land where there Is no living tree
An the charred stumps of woods and one
wide vista of infernal chaos
~ The scene around Passchendaele and
mlong the whole sweep of ridges for
. many miles ix the worst in the world
except the way to Bapaume, and In (ta
old solitude 1t haunted one's soul with
fts foul aspect. But now It (s redeemed
the mnxses of men marching and
rlding blithely through it and golng for-
ward to the flats, elated by a sense of
yiotory, n oertnin vietory now of which
nothing can rob them, and peace not

r away. Belgian and British gunners

hared the ronds with their limbers and
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2 We urge you to Borrow from us

and Lend to the United States

Aldine Trust Company
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Eighth National Bank
Empire Title & Trust Company
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Federal Trust Company
Fidelity Trust Company
First National Bank
Fourth Street National Bank
Fox Chase Bank
Frankford Trust Company
Franklin National Bank
Frank'n Trust Company
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Germantown Trust Company
Girard National Bank
Girard Trust Company
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Women's New

Winter$ 98
Coats. . 12

Good heavy woolen
clotha, hined or haif-

For the Belglans, above all, it is a day
Qf hope, because they nee before them
a beckoning finger In the mista of the
heifry of Bruges, and they are on their |
way home, !

There 18 an unconfirmed rumor that
one of the British monitors hag steamet
Inta Omtend harbor and fs firing acrowus
the dunes there,
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1115 Chestnut Street
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We Urge You to Buy
FURS Here and Now!

We au‘ln telegraphic communication with our buy-
ers, who are now in St. Louis attending the annual
auction of pelts.

' They inform us that prices are reaching mnew
high levels.

'Ii'his has a big meaning to the women of Phila-
.

Both fiylpg men and antl-alreraft
gunners had thelr camps among the Bel-
glan camps, where men with taseeled
enps exchangyd clgarettes with them and
sghouted out “ull goes well” as fresh
mehn of German prisoners came down

boggy tracks Moderat
Belglan ambuluncis and Red Cross .

ears, like those whieh years ago 1 passed (.E:"" .
when Dixmude woan In flames, were ef- P
tablished near the old German oill boxes, e
for which Engllsh and Scottish and When
Irish soldiers fought terrible battles not Delivered
long ago. ’
Go to @im Victory

Troops were marching forward to
drive further Into the German lines,
and they had that hard look of men
who have been through all the worst of
the war and now go to clalm thelr vie-

Repairing
and Remod-
eling at

Charge
Accounts
Opened.
Large Size
Coats Up
to 50 Bust.
Mail Orders
Filled.

--u.,,,' far 1o the front?" asked n
\eolonel, leaning forwnrd in his saddle an
he passed mo, and 1 said, “I don't know,
Mon Colonel, things move sa quickly nows-
adays, and I hear that our men are go-
ng on now before Ledeghem.”™
“Nous les aurons,” lnughed a gunner
on & henvy howitzer crawling
up the road, “we shall have them be-
fore they make this peace™
German wounded gnd British wounded
eame back togethef In several ambu-
lances. 1 saw CGermans, Belgiann, Eng-
lish and Scottish soldiers mixed n“ u:‘ del
3%-:1‘:;5?::-.”1““ 3 R 10 It suggests the wisdom of buying now—and of
Slogging slowly through the muddy buying direct from & large, responsible, manufacturing
tracks came ptalking some wounded Cier- furrier. ’
man soldlers without escort, stumbling
stiMy along as If welghed down by thelr
heavy helmets, amld groups of Belglans
with bandaged faces and arms or coats
eut away, leaving them bare on one side
from the shoulder to the walst,
Ciroups of Jocks, lightly hit, supported
eich other or #at down in the mud te-
r for & rest on the way back to
the casualty clearing statlons or dis-
cussed thelr fighting with troeps who
_had been on thelr right by Moorseele and
down to Oheluwe,
All the Kame Tale
It was &ll ths same tale they told.
. The enemy had put up a fight with his
 machine guns and then surrendered, The
Beots, with Belgians on thelr left, had
fast, smashing through the first
of the German reslstance north of
Ladoghem to St. Peter and geiting on
~ gthe high ground west of Winkel St
Wol, and with the Belgians golng grandly
4 Jeft, and coming forward all the

It is natural that you should save money, buying
direet from the maker—for you pay us but one profit,

A Small Deposit Will Reserve Your Pur-
chase in Our Storage Vaults
Until Desired
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